







































































Scene from “An Evening in the Home of Charles Wesley”

The Wesley Players continued to attract new members and draw audiences through the
1990s. The stage area of the fellowship hall was enlarged and a professional light and
sound system was installed. First-night performances were usually benefits for the
Emergency Care Help Organization (ECHO); over $8,000 was raised for that
organization, of which John Wesley church was a charter sponsor.

Scene from a performance of “I'm Gonna Wash that Man Right Outta my Hair” from South Pacific; men in tights from the
Christmas Madrigal Dinners

Under the auspices of the Wesley Players, a number of children’s plays were
performed. Brenda Gibbs and Debi Brigman directed the first of several productions of
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changing encounter with the Word of God continues to impact the life of John Wesley
today.

Pastor Barbara also spearheaded the Stephen Ministry program at John Wesley which
facilitated one-on-one shepherding and helping those within and outside the
congregation with emotional support and caregiving. Michael Chrisawn visited one
Sunday when Pastor Barbara was preaching and the women were ushering. He was
quite impressed by the whole service and decided to make this his church home. This
was a Godsend for the church since Michael has become Mr. Fix-it and Mr. Get-It-Done
for the fish fry and many other projects.

Small groups are the method for making disciples and helping church members
experience and contribute to the community of believers. Different types of groups have
come and gone, and the strongest relationships have been forged in the Sunday school
classes. The stories of these classes will be the subject for future inclusions.

Struggle with Relationships and Change: 1992-2000

CHAPTER 14 — Preschool

For many years members sought to create a child daycare program to serve the
community and teach the gospel with specific guidelines and goals. A 1980 church
bulletin states that our goals were:

1. To provide quality Christian weekday educational, creative learning for children from
infancy through kindergarten.

2. To help each child to achieve his greatest potential in a loving concerned
environment.

3. To provide opportunities for the physical, emotional, intellectual and spiritual
development of each child; participation in many forms of creative art, an appreciation of
nature, and of the intrinsic worth of each individual.

4. To provide opportunities for teaching Christian principles in the routine of daily living.
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It took another 13 years to realize the dream of a preschool.

Despite the difficulties of the next decade, and the church losing members, blessings
still occurred. 1993 brought the birth of the Little Lambs Preschool. On October 12,
1993, the vision of John Wesley Methodist Church and several young mothers became
a reality. A Mother’s Morning Out paid-childcare program opened on Tuesdays and
Fridays after extensive planning by Libby Sandberg, Mona Lewis, and Kim Meadows.
Chris Hunt, Susan Marvin, Susan Parsons, Jane Johnston, and Lynn Hudson served on
the first Advisory Committee (now renamed the Little Lambs Preschool Board).

Due to parent demand, the drop-in program quickly developed into a regular service for
a number of young mothers. By February of 1994, the program was open five days a
week. Beginning in the fall of 1994 with 18 children, the program became a morning
preschool program called Little Lambs Preschool. Since the fall of 1997, Little Lambs
has been a full-day program.

Church and preschool parent volunteers have improved the playground and rooms
several times. Volunteers from the church read books to the children and help with
other activities. For several years, the church and preschool have had an annual
multicultural lunch after church, close to the date of United Nations Day, to celebrate the
many cultures that are represented in the multi-cultural student body.

The purpose of Little Lambs is to provide quality care for young children in the
community in a loving, Christ-centered environment and to reach out with God’s love to
the families of those children. The preschool is designed to provide a developmentally
appropriate learning experience for children with exposure to real-life experiences in a
loving Christian atmosphere lifting up Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. It is accredited
by the United Methodist Association of Preschools and uses various play-based and
theme-based curricula. It is also licensed with the State of Florida and as such follows
rules and guidelines set out by the Department of Children and Families.

Today the Little Lambs Preschool is a fully accredited pre-kindergarten and
kindergarten for 90 children who daily learn of God’s Love.
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Sylvia Owens reading to Little Lambs preschoolers; Rachael Choutupalli on Multicultural Day

CHAPTER 15 — Younger Pastors and People

Pastor Gibbs was followed by Pastor Hardy Sandlin, Ill, 1992-1995, with his wife
Barbara and their two sons. (Rev. Dr. Bob Gibbs earned a doctorate after Tallahassee.)

On Homecoming Sunday in 1993 John Wesley Church held a big celebration of burning
the mortgage on the 1977 sanctuary. Lighting the fire (again) was Rev. Dr. Farmer,
Rev. Sandlin, and District Superintendent J.C. Powell. That year members wrote a 30-
year vision statement for the church, ushering in the new century.

KILBOURN, LARRY & DEDE
LOTTIE, LAUREN, EMILY

Burning the mortgage: Rev. Farmer, Rev. Sandlin, District Superintendent Powell; Pastor Larry Kilbourn & Family
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Pastor Larry Kilbourn,1995-1998 (who was once youth director at John Wesley under
Rev. Farmer), his wife Dede and three daughters Lauren, Emily and Lottie, came to
John Wesley Church in 1995. During this time the Helping Hands Ministry was started,
along with Mothers Morning Out. Pastor Larry got involved in Promise Keepers and
encouraged men members to attend. There were also a marriage enrichment
workshop, Lenten Bible Study, teacher workshops, and lots of children’s activities like
the children’s cookies and craft night. Pastor Larry often took youth with him to visit
members in nursing homes and the hospital.

Many of the ministries from the 1980s continued: youth the camp, scouts, Wesley
Players, Stephen Ministry, and Alternative Christmas. For stewardship there was Tithe
Sunday instead of the former Loyalty Dinners. Several members participated in the
Walk to Emmaus spiritual growth weekend including Pastor Larry, and a reunion group
subsequently began meeting monthly. This program is still available for any pilgrim,
although the reunion group “Friends of Ruth” is no longer meeting.

Under the pastoral leadership of Pastor Larry Kilbourn and assisted by Carolyn

Glynn, the John Wesley congregation took the lead in establishing a Religion and Race
Task Force consisting of Allen Temple Christian Methodist Episcopal (CME), Anderson
Chapel African Methodist Episcopal (AME), Flipper Chapel AME, Fountain Chapel
AME, St. James CME, as well as Bethel United Methodist and John Wesley United
Methodist. The late Rev. Walter Jones of St. James CME was elected the task force
leader. The goal was to schedule events and activities that would promote harmony,
understanding and fellowship based on common Wesleyan traditions.

Representatives from these churches met together for about two years and planned
occasions for members of their respective congregations to talk openly and listen to
each other—and in doing that to encourage racial tolerance and mutual understanding.
Times of memorable fellowship included a potluck dinner in the fellowship hall at John
Wesley that was particularly lively. Seated at the piano was St. James CME member,
Charles Atkins. Attendees had the pleasure of experiencing his musical talents
glorifying God. Charles Atkins has become of the finest blues musicians Florida has
ever produced as evidenced by his being knighted an "Official Florida Treasure" under
the Jeb Bush administration.

A “Family Fun Day” at the Walker Ford Community Center provided the opportunity

to recreate together and include children and youth from the various congregations.
Participants were able to learn further about and celebrate our common Wesleyan roots
at a special Aldersgate service planned by the task force. Choirs were combined and
the respective preachers each had a role in the service. Thanks to the task force
events participants had experiences and formed relationships that wouldn't have
happened otherwise.

The time came to sell to parsonage on Maple Drive in 1995 and a new parsonage at
5421 Pedrick Crossing Drive was purchased for $138,000. The new parsonage was
eight miles east of the church in a new neighborhood. Jack and Iris Turner furnished
the landscaping and there were many donations for new furniture.
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Service at Aguada’s Mission House Church in Real Campina

The pastorate of Pastor Carrill S. Munnings, Sr., 1998-2000, was short but
challenging. Annjeannette Munnings sang in the choir and the children Carrill Jr. and
Carmine were active in Sunday school. The church joined the Tallahassee Equity
Action Ministries (TEAM). Pastor Munnings taught an interesting course on the “Seven
Ships of the Church,” and participated in a Ten Brave Christians/Great Experiment
group. The Methodist Men were revived and had fun playing softball and cooking
breakfast for the church. Church members worked on disaster response and
preparedness, hosted a parent support group with Little Lambs Preschool, did spring
cleaning and church policies updates, hosted the Habitat for Humanity banquet, a
Passover meal, a Wesleyan Love Feast, Seniors Day Lunch, a “Have a Heart for
Missions” banquet, Madrigal Dinner, hosted Spanish lessons, and attempted to start an
after-school program called RAMS and RIOT.

In 1999 there was a well attended church revival with Rev. Jackie McKnight McMillan, a
charter member. Note: Jackie’s husband Don McMillan was a pastoral candidate for
the ministry sponsored by John Wesley Church years earlier. And he preached on
Homecoming Sunday in 1989. A Wesley Players Academy after-school program was
attempted, and some students were funded through the Carolyn Kauffman Scholarship
Fund. Dr. Barbara Williams, Kent Sprigs and Sylvia White served on a medical mission
team to El Salvador. An effort was made to encourage all members to be active in a
small group by neighborhood ministry including those members who drive in from
Wakulla and Gadsden counties.

Retired Pastor Bud Harkey was associate pastor, 1999-1996, during the term of
Pastor Carrill Munnings and subsequently Pastor Gerry Gilmer, PhD. Bud was twice
retired from the ministry in 1989 and 1999. He and his wife, Sara Ann had been looking
for a church when they attended a revival at John Wesley where Pastor Jackie McMillan
was preaching. Sara reports that God spoke to Bud and told him "....to get to work
here" and Bud obeyed. Bud started the Senior Adult Ministry (S.A.M.) program which
continues today. Pastor Bud had a way of listening for and affirming each person’s
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ministry. He loved fellowship, fun, prayer, his Savior and lively music. During his last
months he was serenaded several times by church groups. The beautiful picture of
Jesus in the narthex was dedicated by the S.A.M. group in his memory. Bud served the
Lord and John Wesley faithfully without pay. Sara Ann continues to love our church in
many ways. The congregation held a fine celebration of his graduation to heaven.

!

Rev. Bud and Sara Harkey, Becky Blackburn, and Nell May going to a church party; Debi Brigman and youth

Some ministries regenerated. John Wesley Church had an active youth program under
the leadership of Debi Brigman, and the youth participated in Jesus Day 2000. Of
course the United Methodist Women stayed strong and the choir continued to sing.
Rhea Oats retired and Diane Dawson became the church’s administrative secretary.
Thanks to the Memorial Fund and Jack Chapman the church sign became a marquee
on OId St. Augustine Road.

CHAPTER 16 — Florida-Cuba Covenant

1999 parsonage, “Sister-Church” and school at Aguada de Pasajeros, Cuba; youth clowning at Aguada Iglesia

In 1999 Cindy Cosper, Terry Denham and Pastor Carrill Munnings Sr. were in the first
Florida caravan to visit their sister church in Aguada de Pasajeros, Cuba under the
Florida-Cuba Covenant Agreement. The tradition of mission trips is something that still
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goes on today. In 1998 John Wesley United Methodist Church was officially linked with
the country of Cuba by signing the Florida-Cuba Covenant. John Wesley Church was
united with a sister Methodist church, Iglesia Methodista, in Aguada de Pasajeros,
Cuba. (Aguada de Pasajeros translates to “water for travelers/passersby.”) Our sister
church’s name has now been changed to “El Salvador” because of the work Christ the
Savior has done for them. (El Salvador means “The Savior” in Spanish.)

According to the covenant the two churches are to do as follows:

1. To pray for one another and develop a common study of Scriptures.

2. To engage in the interchange of people as work teams, preachers, laity, caravans, study
teams, professors, teachers, and choirs.

3. To respond to the priorities of the Methodist Church in Cuba.

4. To build relationships between districts and churches in the Florida Conference and the
Methodist Church in Cuba for mutual support and encouragement.

5. To support the Advance Specials of the Methodist Church in Cuba.
6. To enable the training of pastors and lay people for the equipping of Cuban disciples.

7. To mutually share the history, current events, culture, and spirituality of both Churches.

John Wesley has most certainly fulfilled the church-to-church covenant in the past 12
years with prayers, letters, six visits by members, hosting of two pastors and the
musical group El Nuevo Pacto during their 2001 evangelistic crusade. El Salvador
Church has been able to create a library, expand their church, construct an office,
remodel the kitchen and bathrooms, visit mission churches on bicycles, conduct Bible
school, and develop a ministry to the needy called “Bread of Life/Vida de Pan.” The
church of “The Savior” prays for John Wesley Church daily. In 2009 the covenant
program was renamed “Methodists United in Prayer.”

1999 team and friend in Cuba with Pastor Santiago Machado on right
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Remnant Seeking Renewal: 2000 — 2010
CHAPTER 17 — The New Century

To celebrate the new 21 Century a prayer stone circle memorial was constructed
honoring people such as Mrs. Bobby Landrum (our first woman church council
chairperson), Becky Tranchand (another youth who died tragically), Sunday school and
circle groups, mentors, past pastors, choir directors and others. (See the full list of
memorials in Appendix E.) On several occasions a large prayer labyrinth was laid out in
the grass area at the front of the church. Beth Moore Bible Studies are very popular as
of this writing making Wednesday night Bible study classes a new tradition. And new
John Wesley shirts were purchased by members.

Blessing benches in the prayer stone memorial; Denise Birch, Miriam Davis, Debbie Gibson in kitchen

Throughout the latest decade of John Wesley United Methodist Church, the Wesleyan
tradition of caring for neighbors was most evident in mission-evangelism-outreach
programs made possible in part by the spiritual gift of giving. The Alternative Christmas
Market experienced its second decade generating $30,000 - 60,000 annually for local
and global non-profit ministries. The annual garage/yard sale for missions was
generating $3,000 for missions and spirit-led outreach. Some members were involved
in the “salty service” of building local Habitat for Humanity houses while others
supported the SHARE Florida food program. John Wesley United Methodist Church
sponsored the Woodville SHARE Florida food program until they became independent.
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Pastor Gerry Gilmer; Sam Murrow Building under construction and finished

During the pastorate of Gerry Gilmer PhD., 2000-2005, the parsonage was sold and a
new multi-use building was built. Leon County approached John Wesley Church with a
desire to purchase the development rights to the southern portion of our property
(where the holding pond and scout hut were located). Rev. Gilmer, with the help of Don
Whiddon and other members of John Wesley, skillfully negotiated an agreement for the
county to pay the church $400,000 plus cover all legal and other costs associated with
the agreement. The agreement turned out to be a lease and not a sale. The scout hut
was torn down by Leon County in 2010 to make way for a larger storm-water holding
pond (still to come), the purpose of the lease. The Eagle Scout memorial is still to be
relocated up the hill.

The $400,000 was a most welcome windfall to the church. Initially many updates to the
church facility were made including payoff of a roof repair loan, new carpets for the
administrative offices and Sunday school rooms, a new phone system and a new state-
of-the-art digital electronic organ. The old organ had been struck by lightning several
times over its 25+ year life and was on its last legs. The bulk of the remaining land

sale funds were allocated to build a new multi-purpose recreation building. The purpose
of the new building was to help attract new members by increasing recreational and
other ministries to youth and adults within the congregation and for the community.

The multi-use building was dedicated to the memory of Sam Murrow, a long-time
member and scouting program leader and supporter. The Sam Murrow Building is used
by the youth, is a voting precinct for the surrounding community, and serves as an
exercise gym for heart-healthy Jazzercise classes. Jazzercise participants were
particularly happy when the Trustees could finally afford new flooring for the building.

Pastor Gilmer taught an afternoon Bible study on Sunday afternoon. The attendees
found it very convenient to attend a class after the morning service and they
appreciated his teaching expertise. The contemporary service featuring the Praise
Band was held on Sunday evenings. Children’s Ministries teamed with Little Lambs
Preschool to offer a spring fishing trip at the lodge pond for families and it was a big hit.
A major church audit was done and administrative adjustments made during this time.
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A new United Methodist Church evangelism program called “Celebrate Jesus” came to
our district. Volunteers from around the state joined with the members of the John
Wesley congregation in the summer of 2007. It was a week-long community-wide effort
to reach out to the neighborhood, far and wide, residents and business, to invite people
to come to a Saturday block party. Participants walked neighborhoods within a two-mile
radius of the church and gave each person greetings, a light bulb (signifying the light of
Christ in our lives), and an invitation. Participants also stood outside busy stores and
handed out cold bottles of water to thirsty citizens. Celebrate Jesus teams asked for any
prayer needs from the community, and brought them back to the sanctuary where they
were prayed over.

At the Saturday block party, two bands performed in John Wesley's front yard. Food
was free, including hot dogs, chips, brownies and drinks. Some great prizes were given
away that had been donated, including a portable TV. Children participated in an art
contest or simply expressed their artistic side on boards placed just for that purpose.
Appreciating the families of Little Lambs Preschool was also included. It was fun
making mini pizzas with the children and celebrating this special place in God's
Kingdom.

“It was a grand celebration of community and introduced members to neighbors who
had previously had no contact,” reported Janet Dennis. The event demonstrated the
kindness of the church and new efforts to draw more people in to experience the grace
of God and a community of faith.

Participants enjoy the Celebrate Jesus block party; John Wesley singers
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Elaine and Rev. Ron Z. McCreary; John Wesley Praise Band performing at Tallahassee Equity Action Ministries Nehemiah
Action Assembly in 2008

CHAPTER 18 — Praise Bands

A large step in the church’s efforts to revive attendance and seek younger members
was the new contemporary service held on Sunday evenings starting in the 1990s and
continuing under Pastor Ron McCreary, 2005-2009. The services featured a praise
band which performed more modern praise songs, and there were drums! Although not
as successful as the traditional service there were visitors. The new contemporary
option demonstrated the church’s abilities to change with the times and hopefully
connect with a new generation. Ron Alford, Angelyn Hirai, and currently Justin Crews,
have led the evening service bands in recent years. Earlier we had an 8:30 a.m.
contemporary service praise band lead by the Strubble family.

New members can bring blessings of new ideas. That’s what happened in 2006 when
Angelyn Hirai convinced John Wesley Church to enter a float in the Springtime
Tallahassee Parade for all willing children to ride on. The float celebrated children
around the world and used the international children dolls that were made by Sue Fox
many years ago. Santa (Jim Cosper) drove the truck pulling the simple float. Some
John Wesley members, such as Basil McKnight, who were also part of the Springtime
Tallahassee organization, helped with decorations.

Pastor Ron excelled at social holiness involvement. He joined members, especially
United Methodist Women, at the Disaster Depot work days, TEAM (Tallahassee
Equality Action Ministries) work, and served as an advocate for children with Bishop
Whitaker at the State Capital. His wife Elaine was an excellent organist and pianist and
eventually was given the job of church organist. Both Ron and Elaine sang in the
chancel choir, participated in United Methodist Women (pastors are members), and
attended Wednesday prayer breakfasts. Elaine also took on a leadership role in the
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SHARE Florida food program and the Education team. Pastor Ron shared he was most
encouraged by his dedicated and prayerful accountable discipleship group that met for
two years. Thanks to Pastor Ron we all reconnected with our roots at Hartsfield
Elementary School. Several disciples (Craig and Janet Dennis, Charlotte Hicks, and
Betty Carol Taylor) have become mentors to assigned children. Ron was a lunch-
buddy. The church has collected school supplies and responded to other needs for the
school where John Wesley Church first met. And thanks to Peggy Woodham, liaison
with the school, John Wesley Church now provides a teacher’s appreciation luncheon
each August.

Social holiness, or loving your neighbor made visible, has brought inspiration to our
Vacation Bible Schools of late. Curricula for the last few years have been focused on
teaching about agencies that help others, such as Heifer International, Habitat for
Humanity, and The Shelter. In 2009 the children collected a “mountain” of toilet paper
for The Shelter.

Vacation Bible School kids learn about Heifer Project animals; toilet paper mountain for The Shelter

A process to refocus our John Wesley Church toward a Biblical purpose based on our
past, our gifts and God's vision of our future began in 2008. An initial “starter” group
was trained, and each member developed a personal mission statement and explored a
current calling by God. These individuals then led subsequent small groups of church
members who participated in these same activities. Later, these group leaders held two
day-long workshops (“summits”) involving many church leaders and members of the
congregation to continue the focusing process. One activity involved a “journey wall”
that captured the church’s history as a series of “chapters.” The section titles of this 50th
anniversary booklet come from the journey wall’'s chapter headings. (See a copy of the
journey wall in Appendix F.) Participants learned that as a faith congregation members
are able to be a loving community that brings God to others and others to God.

The Biblical purpose that has been developed in this process is: “John Wesley United

Methodist Church exists to share the love of Christ and to prepare people to serve and
glorify God.” The Refocus team will continue to work with the congregation to
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prayerfully develop a plan for the future recognizing that at this point, the end of the
story is yet to be written.

Cindy Cosper, Rev. Ron McCreary and Debbie McKinnon at Capitol; Praise band leader Angelyn Hirai, singers Peggy Woodham
and Steve Kauffman, lead guitar Kelly Hirai

Once upon a time in Tallahassee there was a gift store called “Tillmans.” The owners
were Tillman Hawkins and Durwood Smith. Tillman was a member of John Wesley
along with his brothers Jimmy and Julius, their wives, and sister Margaret Duggar. The
family established a trust. Upon the death of the last trustee, Julius Hawkins, the trust
was bequeathed to John Wesley Church with a request to remember the family. The
gift of $50,000 was joyfully accepted and it was voted to name the Fellowship Hall the
Hawkins Fellowship Hall. Libby Hawkins still worships with us.

CHAPTER 19 — Thirty Years of Prayer Breakfasts

Another continuing group from the 1970s is the Wednesday Morning Prayer Breakfast
Group. Pat Davis explains, “When John and | joined John Wesley Church in 1980 a
prayer breakfast group was meeting at 6:30 every Wednesday morning in the lounge of
the Howard Johnson's restaurant on the Apalachee Parkway.” John Davis kept the
prayer lists for the group.

During the years 1982 and 1983 more than 40 members of John Wesley Church
participated, with the usual group size between 10 and 25. Attendees made jokes
about meeting in the bar, but knew that God was there with them. Members of the
restaurant staff often made specific requests for prayer during that time. Many of
participants took turns preparing a devotional for the group. Those who attended
regularly during the early 1980s were Mary Barnes, Naomi and Pastor Harry Bass, Bob
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and Miriam Berry, Jeannie Bickner, Carolyn Cain, Donna Carter, Cora Ann and Jack
Chapman, Cindy and Jim Cosper, Sue Walker, Jay Davis, John and Pat Davis, Terry
Denham, Bonnie Gwaltney, Adam Hayden, Beverly and Bob Hayden, Mother Hayden,
John Hoover, Jim Jordan, Janet Martin, Bill Morrow, Virginia Rounds, Phyllis Sandberg,
Helen Saunders, Evelyn Swift, Ann Todd, Lou Todd and Tom Wood.

The group later moved to the dining room of a hotel on the corner of Magnolia and
Apalachee Parkway where the new Applebee’s restaurant is currently located. The next
move was to the Village Inn on the Parkway. The group size varied, and at one time the
size of the group dwindled to just three members—Janet Osgood, Bill Morrow and Pat
Davis. Peggy McCollum later joined and because of her interest the group grew back to
eight or more members. Peggy was instrumental in the prayer group developing a card
ministry to church members and others letting them know that a group was praying for
their recovery and care. A consistent request for prayers from those who have served
breakfast to the group over the years has been a vital component of its prayer life.

Following Bill Morrow’s death and his long and faithful participation in the Wednesday
morning prayer group (in addition to his many contributions to John Wesley Church),
the group recommended—and Cindy Cosper found an artist who produced—a beautiful
stained-glass peace window in honor Bill’s faithfulness to his prayer life. Bill Morrow
served for many years as communications coordinator and compiled the Journal
newsletter. He had a strong faith and assurance that God is with us.

When the prayer group moved to its current location at Panera Bread on Blair Stone
Boulevard, the regular participants were Pat Davis, Phyllis Kennedy, Elaine and Pastor
Ron McCreary, John Menge and Jan Peters. New participants are always welcome.

Chris George and Erin Harrell in Cuba 2007; Pastor Ron McCreary with Cuban Pastor Orimar Falcon Gonzalez in 2009; Roida
Said, Jan Peters, Pastor Falcon, and Kevin Lewis during sister-church visit in 2009

Rev. Rick Walker, 2009-2010, and wife Linda arrived just in time for the 50"
anniversary celebration planning and to complete the Refocus process that began in
2008. Pastor Rick challenged our church to pay 100 percent of the Methodist Church’s
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apportioned support. In 2010 John Wesley Church is well on the way to meeting that
goal. Linda Walker used her talents to create a photo directory of members for the 50"
anniversary, nametags and a bookmark. Linda Simmons has led a committee of
dedicated people who have worked for over a year to plan the events and invite past
members and preachers. Ann Todd designed the banner to take to the Florida United
Methodist Annual Conference in June 2010.

Missionary Dan Terry visited in 2010 for a breakfast and lecture on current conditions in
the Muslim world. Several ministries have ceased (SHARE Florida food, contemporary
worship) due to lack of participation and replacement leadership. Rick and Linda were
honored with anti-malarial mosquito nets given on their behalf through the United
Methodist Committee on Relief on “Rethink Church” Sunday. Pastor Rick sometimes
sang a message as part of his sermons.

Linda and Pastor Rick Walker

The John Wesley music program continues small but mighty. Deanna Szabo, church
organist, used her talents to create the 2009 original Christmas musical “The Coldest
Night of the Year.” Thanks to the praise band, the choir, and the actors, it was a live
and lively multi-media event. Those who attended were pleased at the quality and
contemporariness of the Christmas Story message in 2009.

CHAPTER 20 — The 50th Anniversary Celebration!

Several Sundays in April, 2010 have been blessed with the preaching of past pastors,
Rev. Dr. Tom Farmer and Rev. Bob Gibbs. A reunion choir sang on April 11, 2010.
The big celebration for the 50" anniversary is on Pentecost/Aldersgate weekend, May
22-23, 2010. There will be a picnic with fireworks and a Homecoming worship service
with Bishop Timothy Whitaker preaching, followed by a covered-dish lunch. The
reunion choir will sing again, and the Wesley Players will perform. The children will
have a special birthday party with a clown and face painting. A monetary gift will be
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provided to Hartsfield School enabling each child at the school to receive a new book
(from an approved reading list) in their birthday month from John Wesley Church.

Special mention needs to be made of three “gardener-guys” who over the years have
kept the John Wesley Church grounds looking beautiful. Jack Turner, a forester and
day lily expert, planted the Saw Tooth Oak (grown from a seed) in the middle of the
parking lot that has enticed many children to climbing. Dancing Bear Bill Mahoney took
over the beautifying with multitudes of flowers after his retirement. Now George Lewis,
faithful custodian and groundskeeper, is the current green-thumb expert. These gifts of
beauty are greatly appreciated.

CONCLUSION

Fifty years ago a seed was planted; a church began with excitement and joy. The Holy
Spirit moved within and through the founders of the church, and through them reached
out to touch others. During the span of these first 50 years, this spark, this life, passed
on to others, and God touched more lives. Many have been part of this church body but,
more importantly, many more have been touched by the Holy Spirit working through
them.

What is the span of 50 years in the eyes of God and in what the Lord has for the church
at John Wesley? It is but a blink of an eye. But in each moment—every act of love,
every touch of compassion, and every word of encouragement— burdens are lifted, joys
are shared, and God changes lives.

Through the joyous fellowship that is indeed a gift from God, the John Wesley family,
friends, visitors, and saints reach out to those of the future. God has a purpose for all
those who have been and will be called to be part of His body in this place. May the
seed that was planted bear much fruit, with the Lord’s steady guidance and presence
among us.
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APPENDIX A

Listed below are known Charter Members,

JWUMC Charter Members

it includes members who were registered on or before

June 19, 1960. Charter Members who are now reported to be deceased have been indicated by a (dot).

Ausley, John C.

Ausley, Susan (Mrs. John C.)
Baird, J. Pope

Barron, James Mack

Baron, Ann (Mangam)

Barron, James 11

Barron (Lacayo) Penny Ann
Billingsley, Joseph E.

Brandies, Cortez Martin
Brandies, Jean (Mrs. C.M.)
Brazil, Maude R. (Riddle)
Brooks, William R.

Brooks, Dorothy C. (Mrs. Wm. R.)
Carter, Richard Earl

Carter, Mary Elizabeth (Mrs. R)
Chastian, Joseph Harold
Conrad, Henry Green

Conrad, Myrtice (Mrs. H.G.)
Conrad, Janice (Thompson)
Conrad, Susan Frances

Cook, Edith (Mrs. W.H.)
Corbett, Kate (Mrs. W.T.)
Cuneo, Nelle J. (Mrs. George A.)
Davis, Mary L.

Dean, Herbert Carlos

Dean, Edith Burwell (Mrs. H.C.)
Delaney, Verma (Mrs. J. M.)
Dellar, Frank

Dellar, Martha (Mrs. Frank)
Fielding, C. Waldo

Fielding, Sara(Mrs. CW.)
Finley, Charles Ayers

Finley, Gladys (Mrs. C.A.)
Foster, Mary Frances (Mrs. Tom)
Fraser, Hiram E.

Fraser, Jeanette (Mrs. H.E.)
Fraser, Patricia (White) (Lawhon)
Gilchrist, Terry C.

Gilchrist, SaraE. (Mrs. R.C.)
Gilchrist, John

Gilchrist, Terry Ann

Glisson, Dorothy (Mrs. W.E.)
Hansen, Phillip

Hansen, Elise (Mrs. E.P.)

Hart, Edwin H.

Hart, (Mrs. Edwin H.)

Galvin, Hart (Clara Sue)
Helms, Grace

Helton, Hubert

Helton, Mary Ann (Mrs. H.E.)
Hollingsworth, Joseph

Hollingsworth, Maybelle (Mrs. J.B)

Hollingsworth, Martha
Hollingsworth, Ida V.

Hough, Otto B. Jr.

Hough, Otto B 111

Hough, Barbara Ann (Mrs. O.B.)
Houston, E. Royce

Houston, (Mrs. E.R.)

Jay, William C.

Jay, Miriam (Mrs. W.C.)

Jay, Walton

Jay, John Carlton

Kennedy, Mrs. Roger

Knoblock, Katie

Larrimore, Arthur M.

Larrimore, Helen E. (Mrs. A. M.)
Lewis, Terrell

Lewis, Martha (Mrs. Terrell)
Mackey, Jack Leonard

Mackey, Elixabeth (Mrs. J.L.)
Marley, Joseph

Marley, Verie (Mrs. Joseph)
Morris, S. Barry

Morris, Betty (Mrs. S. Barry)
Morris, Rosalie (Mrs. Danny E.)
Murrow, Charles Samuel
Murrow, Lurline F. (Mrs. C. Sam)
Murrow, Barbara Jean (Heideman)
Murrow, Charles Samuel Jr.
McCléellan, Jack Paul

McClellan, Frances (Mrs. J.P.)
McCullum, Jordan Brooks
McCollum, Marjorie (Mrs. J.B.)
McCollum, Carol Joe
McKnight, Bertis Thomas
McKnight, Gladys (Mrs. B.T.)
McKnight, Jackie (McMillan)
McKnight, JoAnn (Behr)
McKnight, Joyce Ann
McKnight, Judith llene
McKnight, Judy (Lister)
McLendon, Mary (Mrs. H.R.)
McLendon, Ralph

Oakley, E. Karl

Oakley, Helen (Mrs. E. K.)
Oakley, James

Oakley, Steve

Palmer, George Edwin

Palmer, Margaret M. (Mrs. G.E.)
Palmer, Gail E.

Parker, Marcellous Harvey

Parker, Gladys (Mrs. M.H.)
Parker, O.R.

Parker, Julia (Mrs. O.R.)
Parker, O. Reese, Jr.

Peters, Bob

Peters, Mary (Mrs. Bab)
Phillips, Wilma (Mrs. Charles)
Pinson, C.V.

Pinson, Dot (Mrs. C.V.)
Pinson, Pamela

Roberts, George W.

Roberts, Nancy (Mrs. G.W.)
Robinson, Hazel (Mrs. Sterling)
Robinson, Paul Grey
Robinson, Vernon L.
Robinson, Geenie B. (Mrs. V.L.)
Robinson, Jacquie

Robinson, Tim

Ryland, Louise (Mrs. Frank)
Ryland, John

Ryle, Frances (Mrs. C.E.)
Sellars, Leah

Shuler, Frank

Shuler, Mrs. Frank

Sinclair, Carson

Sinclair, Aleen (Mrs. Carson)
Sipes, Charles G.

Sipes, Barbara (Mrs. C.G.)
Smith, Mary W.

Stuckey, Woodrow

Stuckey, Mary (Mrs. Woodrow)
Stuckey, Bragg

Surles, Glenn, Sr.

Surles, Joane (Mrs. Glenn)
Teague, Samuel E., Jr.
Teague, Myre ( Mrs. SE.., Jr.)
Teague, Deppie Dell

Turner, John E. (Jack)

Turner, Iris( Mrs. JE.)
Watson, Jonathan C.

Watson, Iris ( Mrs. J. C.)
Watson, Mark Alan
Wentworth, Dean

Wentworth, Winifred
Wildner, Gertrude

Wildner, Charles Richard
Wildner, Wilma ( Mrs. Charles)
Y ancey, Clice

Y ancey, Olive (Mrs. Clice)

Y ancey, Scott Talmon



Appendix B.
John Wesley United Methodist Church
Historic mottoes and themes

Giving until it helps
A dollar for others - A dollar for us.
Putting God First
Unless you want to you never will
Whatever It Takes

1738
The church with awarm heart

Making disciples of al nations
Come Holy Spirit Come
Reach Up — Reach Out
Preparing for Harvest
For such atime asthis

Greet your Neighbor
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Appendix D

The Symbolism In Our New Facilities

Sometime before the beginning of recorded history, man found a need to ex-
press himself, his view of life, his history, and his hopes and fears for the
future. This expression is found in action (behavior and dance) and in vocal-
izations (language and music). Man early learned to express himself by the use
of symbols - visible signs by which something is known. The most common form
which this symbolism has taken is the written language - the very words you are
reading are but symbols for verbalizations, thoughts, or ideas. Man also was
aware that life was more than mere physical existence; rather, he knew of spir-
itual things and sought to express these spiritual truths in symbolic terms.

Our new sanctuary is, in the physical sense, just mortar, brick, wood, and
metal. 1In a symbolic sense, on the other hand, it is a sanctuary, a house of
prayer, a house of God, and a church. The word church comes from the Greek,
KYRIAKON, which means "belonging to the Lord," and refers +to the whole body
of Christ and to the building within which a Christian congregation worships.

After Jesus' life on earth was over, His followers sought means of symbol-
izing the great spiritual truth, lesson, and promise that His physical 1ife
means to the world. The cross became the symbol of Christian faith, since it
was upon a cross that Christ suffered to become the Redeemer of mankind. There-
fore, it is most appropriate that, when looking forward in the sanctuary, the
wooden cross occupies the focal point of our attention. The cross identifies
us as Christians and symbolizes our goal in life which is, according to Jesus,
"To take up (your) cross, and follow me" (Matt. 16:24).

It is also most appropriate that the center of attention of our sanctuary
when looking outward is a stained glass representation of a horse and circuit
preacher, the symbol of Methodism. Stained glass windows originally served as
illustrations of Gospel narratives during a time when few could read. The
actual stories told were remembered by the illiterate faithful from their col~-
ored pictorial depictions. The window itself symbolizes the Christian life in
that it allows the passage of light and warmth (is open to good) while keeping
out cold and wind (is closed to evil)., Just as the circuit rider's horse was a

~vehicle for spreading the word of God, Methodism is our vehicle for travelling
from the darkness of the world into the light of faith. This journey is sym-
bolized by the gradation of darker colors around the perimeter to the lighter
colors at the center of the window. There is a visual affect unique to our win-
dow which draws those on the outside into the sanctuary and from the inside
establishes a visual perspective which compels us to go forth, renewed, into the
world. This is representative of Christ's invitation "to come unto me" and of
His charge to "Go ye (forth) therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost"™ (Matt. 18:19).

In between these central symbols are those which represent the whole his~
tory of Christianity. The basic floor plan of the contemporary church has been
derived from that of the temple at Jerusalem, which consisted of three areas:
an outer area for the people, which we now call the narthex; an inner area for
the exposition of the Word, traditionally called the nave and now called the
sanctuary; and, the "holy of holies" which was for priests only. In the temple
the nave was set—off from the "holy of holies" by a curtain, which excluded the
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common worshiper. In the Christian tradition the "holy of holies" became
the chancel and was separated from the nave by a chancel rail. Passage
into the chancel area for all but the clergy was prevented by a chancel-
lor — the keeper of the gate. In the modern church the chancel rail'no
longer serves as a physical barrier, but as a symbolic meeting place where
we can commune with the divine spirit of God, as is represented by the
openness of the structure of our chancel rail with its opened gates.

Within the chancel area are the basic symbols of our Christian tra=
dition which lead us to worship. The three faces of the reredos wall sym-
bolizes the Trinity. The lines of the cedar walls form incomplete sides
of a triangle which would meet at a point beyond the physical structure of
the sanctuary, symbolizing our journey through life towards completion in
God. The most prominent face of the reredos wall represents the 01d
Testament stone altar upon which sacrifices were offered. The cross on
that face represents the last sacrifice made by Christ for us all. The
three angled shapes of the wooden altar, the pulpit, and the chancel rail
and the three steps leading to the chancel area are other symbolic state-
ments of the Trinity. The open Bible represents the word of God, and the
two candelabra symbolize the two natures of Christ - divine and human.

The steps on each candelabra represent the three virtues of faith, hope,

and charity, while the three flames on each candelabra determine two lines
which meet at the base of the cross.

Christ said that "I am the light of the world; he that followeth me
should not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life" (John 8:12).
This symbol of life is prominent throughout our sanctuary, as in the glow
of light behind the cross, the flame of the candles, the chandelier light,
and the filtration of light through the stained glass window. The flame
of the candles and the flame on our Methodist flag both represent the Holy
Spirit and Christian zeal.

The warmth of colors and the natural materials used in the sanctuary
represent the qualities we find in our John Wesley family. In the future
our new sanctuary will gain meaning far beyond our understanding as certain
places and things within the building become symbols of personal spiritual
experiences, Individuals and groups will find God, will find peace ("a
peace which passeth all understanding"), will find hope for the future as
we feel the presence of people who care and the loving, guiding spirit of
Jesus Christ in a structure which will symbolize many different things to
many different people who are united through Jesus Christ, our Loxd.

- written by Jim Cosper & Ray Fox




Appendix E.

PRAYER STONE CIRCLE
REPRESENTING

TWO CENTURIES OF SALVATION IN CHRIST
JESUS

AND

40 YEARS OF MEMBERS AND MINISTRIES AT
JOHN WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

BLESSING BENCHES:

In memory of Ben May by Nell May and family. Matthew 18: 19

In celebration of 60 years of marriage by Iris and Jack Turner. Romans 14: 1

In memory of Becky Tranchand by Freedman Class and friends. Romans 8:38-39

PRAYER STONES: (large stones in bold)

1. Celebrating Missions, UMVIM and our sister church at Aguada de Pasajeros,
Cuba by Cindy and Jim Cosper. Proverbs 25: 25

2. Celebrating Little Lambs Preschool by Director Jean Jacobs & teachers. Matthew
19:13-1

3. In memory of Jeanne Bickner by Carolyn Cain and Jerry Snyder. Proverbs 3: 5-6

4. In honor of Danny and Rosalie Morris. Matthew 9: 20

5. In honor of Frances Y. Gilmer by Rev. Gerry and Evelyn Gilmer. John 8: 12

6. In memory of Billy G. Pelham by his loving wife Wanda Pelham. John 3: 16

7. In honor of the Freedman Class by the members in ministry. Acts 15:11

8. In memory of Lawrence Weyers, father of Dr. Barbara Williams. Proverbs 4: 1

9. In memory of Agatha Godfrey by church friend & secret pal, Dee Wilder.
Philippians 4: 13

10. In honor of Terry and Judy Denham. John 15:12

11. In memory of Richard Ray and Sandie Ray by Elease Ray. John 14: 27

12. In memory of Agatha Godfrey by the Senate Group. Matthew 5: 16

13. In honor of Lou Todd Bonnell by Phyllis Kennedy. Psalm 46: 1

14. In honor of M. Timothy Simmons by Sylvia W. White. John 15: 9 KJV

15. In honor of Phyllis Sandberg by friend Phyllis Kennedy. Lamentations 3: 24

16. In honor of Terri S. Cariaga by Sylvia W. White. Romans 15: 13

17. In memory of Helen Saunders by the Chancel Choir & Susanna Wesley Circle.
Psalms 149:1
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18. In honor of the JOY Circle by its members who serve Jesus and others.
Romans 16: 13

19. In honor of the Watford family by Jeanette Watford Locke. James 2: 22

20. In memory of Agatha Godfrey by Jack and Iris Turner. II Corinthians 4:16

21. In memory of Bernice D. “Bobby” Landrum by her loving sons Ney C. & R.
Gary Landrum. Psalm 91: 2

22. In memory of Dan and Ruth Moor by Verlon & Sylvia Owens. Matthew 7: 8

23. In honor of Pastor Dr. Tom Farmer, Jr., Peggy and family. Philippians 4 :6-7

24. In honor of Phyllis Critten Kennedy by her children Jane and Michael Harlin.
Matthew 5: 9

25. In honor of Sam and Lurline Murrow. Genesis 28: 16

26. In honor of Lawrence, Jeanne, Angela and Rich Heitmeyer. II Corinthians 1: 3

27. In honor of Pastor Dr. Robert M. Gibbs, Brenda, Beth and Rob. IICorinthians 5:18

28. In memory of Angie Hancock by John and Pat Davis. Isaiah 26: 3 NRSV

29. In memory of “Bobby” Landrum by the Susanna Wesley Circle. James 1: 22

30. In memory of Aleen Sinclair by Barbara & Dennis Williams and family.
Philippians 1: 3-5

31. In honor of F. Lewis and Carol Jones by Phyllis Kennedy. Joshua 24:15

32. In memory of Jackie Van Nordwick by Bob and Erline Males, Dee Wilder and

Billy and Ouida Miller. Genesis 31: 49 KJV

33. In honor of Martha Capelouto and her music by Terry and Judy Denham.
John 11: 25

34. In memory of Lynn Owens Hill by Verlon & Sylvia Owens and family.
Psalm 100: 1-2

35. In memory of Jennifer Nicole George. Mark 10: 14b KJV

36. In honor of Betty and Henry Sands by their Budd grandchildren.

Deuteronomy 6: 5

37. In honor of the Mary Martha Circle of the United Methodist Women.

Proverbs 31: 30
38. Enthusiastically in honor of Pearle Wood by the ladies who go to Leesburg
spiritual retreats. Lamentations 3: 22-23 NIV
39. In honor of Evelyn and James Swift by Sharon Sands Budd. Psalm 118: 24
40. In appreciation for all Chancel Choir Directors of our first 40 years (Mary Ann
Helton, Judy James, Janeen Jones, Ann Guckert, Lewis Jones, Chuck Robinson,
Sara Lynn Baird, Roy Delp, Olivia Ahyoung, Carlos Rivera-Aponte) by the
Chancel Choir. Psalm 98

Since 2000 a place of prayer and remembrance.
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Lessons We Learned

Actual Values (good or bad)

* 60’s & 70’s — We can do more through the work of the Holy Spirit

* 80’s and 90’s — We learned through conflict & pain to trust God & remain
faithful & patient

» 2000+ That we are able to reach out to the community

* Involve the youth

» Acceptance of change

» God is still at work

+ Pastors have had an enormous influence on the church

* The pastor should not be the focus of our spiritual journey
» Focus on God & His will for our ministry

» Use outreach ministries to bring others to God

» The programs in God’s will have endured (Alternative Christmas Market,
Little Lambs, Fish fry, Rummage sale, SHARE, etc.

» We can be a loving vehicle that brings others to God

1 — Community outreach

2 — Resistant to change, inward focused
3 — Fellowship

4 — Innovation

5 —Idolize ministers

6 — Nurturing, caring, welcoming

Ideal Value

Select one of top three values. How would
we change it? Change old value #2
“resistance to change” to new value:

* Openness to His will

* Courage to be open and accepting
(people, ideas)

» Openness to change

* Vision and openness to change in
God’s will

John Wesley United Methodist Church Pastors
(according to the picture wall)

+ Danny Morris, 1960 — 1966 + Hardy Sandlin, 1992 — 1995
¢ Lee Pearson, 1966 — 1969 + Lawrence Kilbourn, 1995 — 1998
+ Mitchell Florence, 1969 — 1972 ¢ Carrill Munnings, 1998 — 2000
¢ Thom Farmer, 1972 — 1982 + Gerry Gilmer, 2000 — 2005
+ Harry Baas, 1982 — 1984 — Bud Harkey, assistant
+ Robert Gibbs, 1984 — 1992 + Ron McCreary, 2005 —
— Barbara Stiles, associate

R. 05/04/09
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